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BESQLOTION N&, 165-85%

SETTING A DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON
PROPOSED LOCAIL LAW HO. 11 POR THE YEAR 1983

Legigliative and Judicial Committee

By Mr. Rishe, Chaipman,

proposed Local Law No. 11 for the year 1985 iz a local

WHEREAS,
and

law adopting the proposed Heome Rule Charter,

it is necessary for the St. Lawrence County Legislature

WHEREAS, _
hearing c¢oncerning this proposed

to establish

loeal law,

a date for a public

NOW, THEﬁEFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that fhe St. Lawrence County
Legisliature hereby establishes thaet a public hearing shall bhe held on

propoced
1985,

Local

* % &

Law Ngo, 11 for the year 1985 at 6:30 p.m. on July 8,

Mr. Rishe made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 165-85, seconded by
Mr. James Smith, and carried by a roll call vote as shown below:
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Dlgtriet 4
District 5
Digtrict &
Bistriet 7
Distriet &
District €
Digtriet 10
Distriet 11
District 12
Bistriet 13
District 14
Digtriet 15
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Digtrict 17
District 18
Distriet 19
Bistrict 20
Distriet 21
District 22
YES 75.0
HG 25.0
ABSENT o
ARSTAIN 0

TOTAL TI00.0
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CbﬁETY OF ST. LAWRENCE
LOCﬁL LAW ¥0. 11 FOR THE YEAR 1983

ADOPTING A HOME RULE CHARTER IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF. ST LAWRENCE

Be it enacted by the Board of Leg1siators of the County of
St. Lawrence as Eonllows:

ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTIGLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE

ARTICLE.

ARTIGLE
ARTICLE
ARTICLE

IT
III
iy

Vi
V11
VIil
X

.

X1
¥il
X111

X1V

Xy
iVl
AVII
XVITI

S5T. LAWRENCE COUNTY CHARTER

Sr. Lawrenhtce County and Its Government
The County Board of Legislators
Thercbunty Manager

County Attorney

Department of Finance

Department of Audit and Control

Financial Procedures

. Department of Persconneil

Nepartment of Records

District Attorney

Department of Public Safety

Department of Social Services

Department of Public Health/Mental Health
Department of Plaoning

Department of Engineering and Public Works
Municipal Copperation

Other County Functions

General and Transitional Provisions
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ARTICLE I
ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY AND ITS GOVERNMENT

1,00 Title and purpose,

1,01 <County status, powers and duties.

1.02 <Charter effect on state laws.

1,03 Charter effect on local lavs and resblutions.

Section 1.00 Title and purpose.

this charter and all amendments hereto shall constitute the form
of government for St. Lawrence County and shalil be known. and cited
as the "St. Lawrence County Charter®, Among the purposes of this
charter are the accomplishments of greater efficiency, economy, and
responsibility in county government; the securing of all pessible
county home rule; and the separation of county lagislative and
exacutive functions,

Section 1.01 County status, powers and duties.

The county of St. Lawrence shall continue to be a municipal
corporation exercising such powers and discharging such duties as
may be imposed or conferred upon it by this charter, administrative
code or by applicable law.

Section 1.02 Charter effect on state laws.

Within the limits prescribed in article 4 of the municipal home
ruie law, wherever and whenever any state law, general, special or
local in effect, is inconsistent with this charter or administrative
code, such law shall be deemed to the extent of such inconsistency
tn be suparseded by this charter insofar as the county of St.
Lawrence and its government are affected,

Section 1.03 Charter effect on local laws and resolutions.
Exaeﬁt to the extent inconsistent with this charter or the

administrative code, all existing laws and resolutions heretufore

adopted by the board of legislators of the county of 5t. Lawrence

shall continue in force until amended, superseded or repealed as
provided herein. A ‘

ARTICLE II
THE COUNTY BOARD 0OF LEGISLATORS

e
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Saction
2.00 The County board of legislators
2.01 County legislators, term of affica,
2;02 fualifications of legislators.

" 2.03 County board of legislators districts;'

2.04 Vacancies.

2.85 Officers and committees of the county bkoard of legiélators.
2.06 Clerk of the board of iegislators,
2.07 Powers and duties of the board of legislators.
- 2.08 Filing and publication of 1ocql_léws; judicial notice,
Séction 2,00 The county board ofAlegislétors. | B -

The county beard of legislators shall be the elective governing
prody of the county. The legislators elected from the various county
board districts, as more specifically hereinafter set forth, shall,
when lawfully convened, constitute the legislative, appropriating,
governing and paelicy determining body of St. Lawrence County.

Section 2.01 County legislators, term of office.

County legislators shall be elected at general elections heid in
odd numbered years, from such districts and in such numbers as
hereinafter provided, The term of office of all county legislators
shall be four years, dating from January first of the year next
following their election,

Section 2.02 Qualifications of legislators.

County legislators, at the time of their official nomination for
slection, shall be electors of the county of St. Lawrence qualified
to vote in general elections from the districts they seek to
represent. They shall continuously thereafter whiite seeking or
holding such office, be reaidents of the district from vhich they
are nominated or elected. The board of elections of the county of
St. Lawrence shall be the judge of the above gqualifications of the
members of the county board of legislators, and for that purpose
shall have the power o subpoena witnesses, take testimony, and
require the production of records. Decisions made by the board of
elections in the exercise of powers granted by this section shall be
subject to review by the courts.

Section 2.03 County board of legislators districts.
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For the purpose of electing county legislators in such numbers
and from such districts as provided by this charter, the county
shall be divided into twenty-two districts. All references to city
ward, and election district boundaries refer to those ward and
election district boundariss as of January 1, 1985. All references
to towns apply to that territory wholly contained in each of the
towns in the county of 3t. lLawrence bounded as of January 1, 1963,

{a) The districts shall be as follows:

_ 1. District 1 shall consist of the Town of Lisbon and the
Town of Madrid.

2. District 2 shall consist of the Town of Waddington and

the Town of Loulsville.

3. District 3 shall consist of the Town of Stockholm and
the Town of Pafishville.

4., District 4 shall consist of the Town of Brasher, Town of
Lawrence, and the Town of Hopkinton.

5., District % shall consist of the Town of Canton -
Election District 1, 3, and 6. ,

6. District 6 shall) consist of the Town of Canton -
Election District 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9.

7. District 7 shall consist of the Town of Plercerfield,
Town of Colion, Town of Russell, Town of Clare, and Town of
Pierrepont.

8. District 8 shall consist of the Town ©f Fine, Town of
1ifrton, and Town of Edwards. : .

9. District 9 shall consist of the Town of Hammond, Town of
Rossie, Town of Macomb, Town of Morristown, and Town of Depeyster.

10, District 1Q shall consist of the Town of Oswegatchie and
the Town of DeKalb. ‘

11, District 11 shall consist of the Town of Gouvernsur -
Rilection District 1, 2, 4, 5, and 7. '

12. Digtrict 12 shall consist of the Town of Gouverneur -
Blection District 3 and &. Alsc congists of the Town of Fowler, Town
af Plteairn, and Town of Hermon,

13, District 13 shal) consist of the Town of Potsdam -
Election District 1, 2, 5, and 1l1.

14. District 14 shall consist of the Town of Potsdam -~
Election District 6, 7, and 10,

il
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15. District 15 shall comsist of the Town of Pobsdam -
Election bistrict 3, 4, 8, 8, and 12. Also includes the remainder
of Election District No. 13 not included. in District 16.

16. District 16 shall consist of the Town of Norfolk, the
Village of Norwood in Town of Potsdam, and that part of Election
District 13, Town of Potsdam, Village of Norwood described as
folliows: Beginning at the point where the railroad crosses the
Raquette River, thence in an easterly direction to the boundary of
the corporation line which is also the Town line of Potsdam and
Norfolk; thence in a northerly and westerly direction along the town
and village line to the Ragquette River; thence in a westerly and
southerly direction along said river to the point of beginning.

17. District 17 shall consist of the City of oOgdensburg,
Election District 1 awmd 2. .

18, District 18 shall consist of the City of Ogdensburg,
Election Distriet 3, 4, and 5. ) ’

-

19. District 19 shall consist of the City of Ogdensburg,
Election District 6 and 7.

20. District 20 shall consist of the Town of Massena -
Election District 5, 10, 11, 12, and 13.

21. District 21 shall consist of the Town of Massena -
Election District 1, 2, 7, 8, and 9.

22. Districgt 22 shall consist of the Town of Massena -
Election Pistrict 3, 4, 6, 14, and 15,

{b) The county board of legislators districts may be amended by
local law of the county board subject te a permissive referendum as
provided in section 34, subsection 4 of the municipal home rule law,

Section 2,04 Vacancies.

{a} A vacancy, for any cause, other than by expiration of terms
in the membership of the County Legislature shall be filied by a
majority vote of the remaining members thereof.

{b) A person chosen to f£ill a vacaney shall be a qualified
candidate of the district within which the vacancy exists.

(¢} The candidate sghall be recommended to the Board of-
Legislators by the elected representatives from the elected district
where the vacancy exists. These representatives who make. the
recommendation shall be of the same political party as that of the
last incumbent. ’

‘SA




314 Juns 10, 1583

(d) A candidate, so appointed, shall serve until January firsg

next following the first election at which the vacancy can be fiiled

after the creation of the vacancy.

Section 2.05 Officers and committees of the county board of
lengislators. ' :

On Januvary lst of each yvear, or as soon thereafter as practicable,
the county board shall meet and organize by electing from among its
members a chairman and such other officials as are deemed required.
The chadirman shall appoint members of the board to serve on such
board committees as are provided by the rules of the board. The
clerk of the board shall serve as chairman until such time as the
board itself elects a chalrman.

Section 2.06 Elerk of the board of legislators.

On January lst of the even numbered year next following the
election of a county board, or as soon thereafter as practicable,
‘the county board shall appoint a clerk who shall serve at the
pieasure of the board and until his or her successor is appointed
and has qualified, and from time to time the clerk shal) appoint
such additional personnel as are required for the efficient
operation of the office of the clerk, within budgetary limitations.

Section 2.07 Powers and duties of the board of legislators.

Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the county board
shall have and exercise all such powers and duties conferred on the
3t. Lawrence county board of supervisors, or generally conferred on
a board of legislators in the state of New York by applicable law,
and all powers necessarily incidental thereto, and shall for the

purposes of general laws conferring powers upon board of supervisors

be a board of supervisors.

The county board shall have, but not by way of limitation, the
following powers and duties:

{a) ‘To adopt by resolution all necessadry rules and regulations for

its conduct and procedure in accordance with Section 153 of the
county law.

{k) 'To make appropriations, incur indebiedness and adopt the
budget..

{e) To levy taxes, provided, however, that except as otherwise
required by law the net cost of all general services rendered orx
made available by the county to the entire county shall be a charge
against the entire county, and provided further that the net cost of
all special services rendered or made available by the county to one
or more municipalities or special districts within such county shaili
pe a charge against such municipalities or special districts or the

'6A




June 30, 1985 ' - 315

taxpavers or taxable real property thgreof.

{d} 7To egqualize real property taxes on the bagis of information
supplied by the New York State board of egualization and assessment,
various municipalities within the county of 5t. Lawrence, and
varlous county administrative units.

{e} To exercise all powers of local legislation in relation to
enacting, amending or rescinding local laws, charter laws,
legalizing acts, ordinances or resclutions,

{f} To adopt, amend, and repeal by loval law -an administrative
oode which shall set forth the details of administration of the
county government consistent with the provisions of this charter and
which may contain. revisions, simplifications, conscolidations,
codifications and restatements of special laws, local laws,
ordinances, resclutions, rules and requlations consistent with this
charter or amendments thersto. :

. {g) By local law to create, alter, combine or abolish county
administrative units not headed by elective officers.

{h) To fix the compensation of all officers and employees paid
from county funds except members of the judiciary, and except that
the compensation of any elected official paid from county funds
shall not be decreased during his or her term of office, .

{1} To make or cause to be made such studies, audits and
investigations as it deems to be in the best interest of the county,
and in connectlon therewith to obtain professional and technical
advice, appoint temporary advisory boards of citizens, subpoena
witnesses, administer oaths and require the production of books,
papers and other evidence deemed necessary or material to such
gtudy, audit or investigation.

(i} To appoint, and at its pleasure to remove, the county manager,
and to appoint, or confirm, as the case may be, such other officials
and employees as provided in this charter or administrative code.

(k) To fix the amount of bonds of officers and employees paid from
county funds. i

{1) To f£ill a vacancy in any elective county office, except the
judiciary, and except as provided otherwise by this charter. The
person or persons so appointed shall hold office by virtue of such
appointment until the first general election after the happening of
the vacancy, at which election the electors of the county shall €111
the vacancy for the balance of the term, 1if any, and the person so
elected shall take office immediately.

{m) To determine and make provision for any matter of gounty
govarnment not othervwise provided for, including but not restricted
to any necessary matter involved in the transition to this charter
form of government. : .

7=
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Section 2.08 Publication of local laws,
In addition to complying with section 27 of the munlclpal home
rule law, within ten days after the adoption of a local iaw by the

county beoard, the clerk of the board shall cause a CopY of an
abstract of the local law to be published in the officlal newspapers

of the county.

ARTICLE IIZ

THE COUNTY MANAGER

Section

s

3.00 The county manager; appoxntment; term,

3.0t Quallflcatlons.

3.02 Powers and duties.

3.03 Acting county manager; how designated.
Section 3.00 The county managers appointment; term.

The county manager shall be the chief admlnlstratlve officer of
the county. The county manager shall have supervision over all
county departments, offices, agenc1es and administrative units

except as otherwise prcv1deé in this charter, and shall hold no
other pablic or political office.

Section 3.01 Qualifications.

The county manager shall be appo;nted by the board of legislators
on the basis of the following qualifications:

{a) Must possess a minimam of a fﬂﬂr—y&ar college degree
preferably in the field of public or business administration.

{b) Must have a minimumm of Four years experience in the field of
public or business administration.

{c} And such other qualifications as deemed necessary by the
Search Committee to £ill the position.

Section 3.02 Powers and duties,
The county manager shall be responsible to the board of

legislators For the administration of all county affairs, In
addition to such other powers and duties provided by this charter or

administrative code, he or she shally
{a) Be the chief executive officer and administrative head of

~B-
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county government.

{b) Appoint to serve during his or her pleasure the heads of all
departments, subject to confirmation by the board of legisilators,
and all subordinate officers and emplayees, @xcept such officers
required to be elected and their subordinates, and except as
otharwise provided in this charter.

{c} Exercise supervision and control of all administrative units,
the heads of which he or she appoints, and prescribe the internal
organization of such departments, ¢ffices and agencies.

{d) Execute and enforce all local laws, legalizing acts,
ordinances or resolutions of the board of legislators, and all other
laws required to be enforced through the board of legislators or
other county cfficers subject to its control.

{e} Collect all revenues and make all expenditures, secure proper
accounting for all funds, oversee the physical property of the
county, exercise general supervision over all county institutions
and agencies, and coordinate the various activities of the county
and unify the management of lts affairs.

(£} Be the chief budget officer of the county and be responsible
for the preparation of ‘the operating and capital budgets of the
county in manner provided by the charter.

{g) Attend all meetings of the hoard of legislators and recommend
such measures as he or she may deem expedient or necessary.

{h} Designate one or more depositaries located within the coﬁnty
for the deposit of monies received by the county.

{1) Examine regularly the books and papers of every administrative
unit and report thereon to the board of legislators, and order an
audit of any administrative unit at any time.

(i) Execute any contract for goods or services subject to review
and approval of the county attorney as to form and within the
amounts authorized by the annual budget, and except as otherwisge
provided in this charter or administrative code,

{k} Report to the board of legislators annually at the close of
the fiscal year or as soon thereafter as practicable, but in no
avent later than the first day of March, and at such other times as
the board of legislators shall direct, the activities of the several
administrative units of the county during the preceding fiscal year.

{1} Have all necessary incidental powers to perform and exercise
any of the dutles and functions specified in this section or
lawfully delegated to nim or her.

(m) Perform such other duties and have such cther povwers as may be
prescribed for him or her by law, administrative code,.ordinance or

-G
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resolution, or as may be prescribed by the board df-legislators,

{n) In addition o the powers set forth ir this charter, have and
ke responsiblie for the exercise of all executive znd administrative
powers in relation to any and all functions of county government not
othervwise specified in this charter.

Section 3.03 Acting county manager; how designated.

{a} The county manager shall designate in writing one or more
appoihtive department or executive offlce heads to perform the '
duties of the county manager during the latter's temporary inahility
to perform his or her duties by reason of disability or absence from
the county. BSuch deszignation, with order of succession specified,
shall be filed with the clerk of the board of legislators. Any such
designation may be revoked by the county manager at any time by
filing a notice of revocation with the clerk of the board or by
majority vote of the board of legislators., If a vacancy occurs in
the office of the county manager, the acting county manager shall
. serve until the vacancy'ls filled by the board of zeglslators, -
pursuant . to Lthe provisions of this charter.

(b} In the event that no actlng county manager has been designated
or ls able to serve, the board of legislators shall designate an

appointive department or executive office head to perform the duties
of the offire during the disabiliity or absence of the county

manager.
ARTICLE IV

COUNTY ATTORNEY

Section

4.00 County Attorney.

4.01 Powers ana duties..

4 02 Deputy and a551stant county attorneys.
SECthn 4,00 County Attorney.

The county attorney shall be appolinted by the county manager
subject to confirmation by the board of legislators., The county
attorney shall have been admitted to practice law in the State of

New York, and be a resident of the County of St. Lawrence. He or
she shall serve at the pleasure of the county manager.

Section 4.01 Powers and duties,

Except as otherwise provided in this charter or the administrative
code, the county attorney shall be the sole legal advisor for the
county and, on its behalf in county matters of a civil nature,

-10=
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advise all county officers and wmplovees and vhere in the interest
of the county, praepare all necessary papers and written instruments
in -connection therewith; prosecute or defend all actions or
proceedings of a civil nature brought by or against the county:
prepare resolutions, legislation, legalizing acts and leocal laws to
be pressnted for action by the board of legislators, together with
notices and other items in comnection therewithy execute tax
foreclosure proceedings and perform such other additional and
related duties as may be prescribed by law, by the. county manager,
or by reaclution of the board of legislators. With the approval aof
_the County Manager and within budgetary appropriations, the County
Attorney shall have authgrity to retain special counsel where
special expertise is needed in a particular case.

Sécticn 4.02 Peputy and -assistant county attorneys.

The county attorpey shall have the power to appeint such
confidential deputy county attorneys and assistant county attorneys
as shall be authorized by the board of legislators and wlthln the
appropriations made therefor. Such appointess shall be in the
exempt class of the civil service, and shall serve at the pleasure
of the county atiorney.

ARTICLE ¥
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
Section

5.00 Department of finance) commissioner.

5.01 Powers and duties.

5.02 Bureau of equalization and assessment; director.

5.03 Bureau of purchase) purchasing agent,

5.04 Bureau of central printing and mailing.

5.05 Bureau of data .processing.

Saction 5.00 Department of finance; commissioner.

There shall be a department of {inance headed by a commissioner
who shall be appointed by the county manager, subject %o
confirmation by the bhoard of legislators, on the basis of his or her

administrative experience and qualifications for the office.

Section 5,01 Powers and duties.

The commigaioner of finance shall be the chief financial officer
of the county.

- wlle
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{a) Except -as. OtherWlSE provided in this charter, he or she shall .
have- supervislion and control over the financial affairs of the
county, have all the powers and he responsibkble for all the dutles
hereinafter conferrsd or imposed upon the several bureaus of the
dapartment, and have all the powers granted to a county treasurer by

applicable law.

{p) Upon aporoval of the county manager he or she may perform the
duties of any bureau head under his or her supervision, for which he
or she has the prescribed gqualifications, and may consolidate two or
more bureaus under one head, ’

Section 5.02 Bureau of egualization and assessment; director.

There shall be in the department of finance a bureau of
equallzation and assessment headed by a diresctor of real property
tax seryice agency who shall be appolnted by the county manager on
* the basis of his experzence angd quallflcatlons for the offlce.

- The functlcns, powers and duties of the bureau of equallzatlon and
assessment/director provided ky this charter or administrative code,
or by applicable law shall devolve upon the commissioner of finance
except vonsultation and advisory services to local agsessors which
shall devolve upon the director of the real property tax servige

agency.
Ségt%on 5.03 Bureau of purchase; purchasing agent,

There shall be in the departmeﬁt of finance a burean of purchaée
headed by a purchasing agent who shall be appointed by the county

manager on the basis of his or her experience and gualifications for

the office. He or she shali:

{a} Make all purchasas and sales of materials, supplies and
equipment and contract for the rental or servicing of equipment Ffor
all departments af the county in accordance with requirements as to
advertising and competitive hidding set forth in the administrative
code or, iLn the absence of such requirements, as set forth in

applicable lavw.

{v) Hake purchases for other civil divisions within the county, if
approved by the governing board of such divisions, and pursuant to
agreement as provided in this charter or administrative cede,

(¢} Be responsible for the proper maintenance of all current

inventories of supplies, equipment and materials owned or under the -

jurisdiction of the county, and for such purpose oversee the keeping
of records and the operation of any storeroom or warehouse operated

by the county.

{(d) Have authority tc transfer materials, supplies and eguipment
between departments, offices and agencies subject to the approval of

the county manager.
~12-
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(e) Provide or approve suitable specifications or standards for
all materials, suppliss and equipment to be purchased for the
county, inspect all deliveriss to determine their compliance with
such specifications and standards and accept or reject the '
deliveries in accordance with the resuits of his or her inspection,
subject Lo approval of the county manager.

(f) Oparate and administer Workers Compensation and the
self-insurance program as authorized by the board of legislators,

Bection 5.04 Bureau of central printing and mailing.

There ghall be a bureau of central printing and mailing headed by
a bureau director appointed by the county manager on the basis of
experience and qualifications for the office, He or she shall under

the supervision of the finance commissioner, exercise the powers and
duties of the director of the burean of central printing and mailing

2

as outlined by the county manager.
Section 5.05 Bureau of data processing.

There shall be a bureay of data processing, the head of which
shail be the director of data processing.

The director shall have the following powers and duties:

{a) To supervise and maintain all eiectronic data processing

equipment in the county.

{b) To plan, implement, supervise, and coordinate computer
programming and all central computer data and records.

{c} To encourage intergovernmental use of county data processing
facilities.

{d@) to perform such other duties as may be required by the
administrative code and other laws.
ARTICLE VI
DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT AND CONTROL

Section

6.00 'bepartment of audit and control; county auditor.

6.01 Powers and duties,

6.02. Professional accounting firm; designation by county beard.
Section 6,00 . Deyartmént of audit and control county auditor.

There shall be a department of audit and control headed by a

' -13~
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county auditor who shall be appointed by the county board of
- legislators. He or she shall serve at the pleasure of the board.

Section 6.01 Powers and duties.

The connty auditor shall be the chief auditing officer of the
county. In addition to such other powers and duties prescribed by
the board of legislators, he or she shall:

{a) Examine and audit the books, records, vouchers and other
papers pertaining to the money, funds and property of any county
‘administrative unit, and render reports thereon to the board of
legislators as to whether proper books and records have been Kept
and all money and property accounted for. :

{b) HMaintain an internal audit of any county department in
_conjunction wifh, and as a supplement to, the external audits
parformed by professlional accounting firms, :

(¢) Conduct investigations which may be upon his or her own
initiative into any phase of county financial operations.

{d) Perform such other additional and related duties as may be
prescribed by the board of legislators.

Section 6,02 Professional accounting firm; designation by county
) bﬂard-‘ . i

The board of legislators shall designate a professional accounting
firm to conduct external audite at intervals not exceeding four
years. Such professional accounting firm shall make the results of
its audits available, in writing, to the beoard of legislators. The
professional accounting firm shall be responsible for guiding the

internal audit.

ARTICLE VII

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES

Section
7.00 Fiscal year.
7.01 Preparation and submission of budget and capital program.

7.02 Scope of budget message; budget and capital program.
Fi

7.03 Filing.
7.04 Notice and hsaring.

7.05 Board action.
-1l
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7.06 Tax 1evf'and *regerve for uncollected taxes®.
7.07 Appropriatiohs: supplemental and emergsncy.
7.08 Appropriations: transfer and reﬁuctiop.

7.09 Lapse of appropriations.

"7.10 Certain payments and obligations prohibited; amendment of
capital program, :

Section 7.00 Fiscal vear.

The fiscal year of the county shall begin with the fifst day of
January and end with the last day of December.

Section 7.01 Preparafion and submiszion of budget and capital
program.

{a) On or before the first day of August each year, the county
manager shall receive egtimates of revenues and expenditures for the
ensuing fiscal year from all officesg, departments, and all other
collecting and spending agencies of the government, except that all
information reguired by the county manager for the capital program
for the ensuing six years shall be submitted te the county manager
by the regquesting administrative units no later than the fifteenth
day of July each year. The county manager shall %eview all
estimates furnished him or her and may revise the estimates in such
manner as he or she deemg advisable,

(P} On or before the flrst day of October the county manager shall
submit to the county board of legisliators the tentative budget for
the ensuing fiscal year, the capital program for the ensuing six
years, and an accompanying budget message.

Section 7.02 Scope of budget messages budget and capital program.

{a) The budget message shall consist of an outline of existing and
proposed financial policies as they relate to the main features of
the budget and caplital program, a simple, clear, general summary of
the detailed contents of the budget and the capital program. It
shall further jnclude a list of pending capital improvements and
those proposed for the ensuing fiscal year together with the
manager's comments., The message shall alse include such other
supporting or explanatory material as the manager deems desirable,

_{p} The budget shall present a complete Ffinancial plan both in
fiscal terms and in terms of work to be done for the operation of
the county and its departments, offices, and agencies for the
ensuing fiscal year. It shall contain all proposad expenditures and
estimated revenues classified and detailed as set forth in the
administrative code and a comparison of all expenditure and revenue
items with the actual date of the last completed fiscal year and
with an estimate of the expenditure and revenue items of the current
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fiscal year based on actual fiscal,dﬁta'of the pést nine monthg,

{a#) The capital program shall contain an enumeration and
description of each capital improvement proposed to be undertaken
within the ensuing six fiscal years, showing the estimated cost, the-
proposed method of financing, the order of priority and the
projectad operation and maintenance expense. The first year of such
capital program shall constitute the capital budget which shall
contain a2 detailed account of all current and debt requirements for
capital improvements for the fiscal year to which the budget relates
except that the authorization of individual obligations of
indebtedness must occur pursuant to the local finance law.

Section 7.03 Filing.

A copy of the tentative budget and capital program when submitted
to the board shall be filed in the office of the county manager
where it shall be available for public inspection until the public

hearing is held.
Section 7.04 Notice and hearing.

(a} A public hearing shall be held on the budget and capital
program pricr to any board action on such budget and capital

program,

(b) . At least ten days before such public hearing the board shall
cause a reasonable number of copies of the tentative budget and
capital program to be printed and distributed as gspecified in the
administrative code. It shall at the same time cause to be
published at least once in one or more newspapers of general
circulation in the county the general summaries of the tentative
budget and capital program and a notice setting forth the time ang
place for the pubiic hearing thereon. 1In addition it shall post
copies of the notice conspicuously at the county office building and
at seatg of municipal government in the county.

Section 7.053 DBoard action,

{a) After the public hearing the county board may adopt the budget
with or without amendment. In amending, 1t may add, delete,
increase or decrease items except for appropriations for dekt
service and any other appropriations required by law.

(b) After the public hearing, the county board may also adopt the
capital program with or without amendment., In amending, it may
delete and decrease any item, Any additions and increasgs must wait
for the recommendations of the county manager which the board must
request and consider, but need not follow. If a requested
recommendation is not presented to the board within five days after
the request therefor, the board may make such additions and
increases without such recommendation.

(c} The board shall adopt the budget and capital program on or
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before the first day of November. If it fails to do so the budget
and capital program shall be deemed adopted by the board as
submitted by the manager. :

(@) Three copies of the budget and capital program as adopted
shall be certified by the county manager and the clerk of the county
board, One of these coples gshall be filed in the office of the
county manager and one each in the offices of the commissioner of
finance and the clerk of the county board., The budget and capital
program so certified shall be printed or otherwise reproduced and a
copy shall be made available upon reguest from any county resident,

Section 7.06 Tax levy and "reserve for uncollected taxes,"

The net county tax requirement, determined by subtracting the
total estimated revenues from the total proposed expenditures as sat
forth in the adopted budget shall be levied in advance by the county
board upon theitaxable real property of the several tax districts of
the county. The taxes so levied shall include an amount to be known
as "reserve for uncellected taxes” which shall be fixed at such
amount as deemed sufficient by the county board to ensure the
receipt of the required amount of cash from the real property taxes.

Section 7.07 Appropriations; supplemental and emergency.

{a) If during any fiscal year the county manager certifies that
there are available for appropriation: (1} revenues received from
sources not anticivated in the budget for that year, or (2)
revenues received from anticipated sources but in excess of the
budget estimates therefor, or (3) unappropriated cash surping, the
county board may make supplemental appropriations for the year up to
the amocunt so certified,

(b} To meet a public emergency affecting life, health or property
the county board upon written request by the county manager may make
emergency appropriations. To the extent that there are no available
unappropriated revenues to meet such appropriations the boeard may
authorize the lssuance of ohligationa pursuant to the local finance

law.

Section 7.08 Appropriations: transfer and reduction.

{a) If at any time during the fiscal year it appears that the
revenues available will be insufficient to meet the amounts
appropriated, the county manager shall without delay report to the
county board the estimated amount of the deficit, remedial action
taken by him or her, and his or her recommendations as to further
action, To prevent or minimize a deficit the board may reduce one
or more appropriations except that no appropriation for debt service
may be reduced, and no appropriation may be reduced by more than the
unencumbered balance thereof or below any amount required by law to
be appropriated. The board may also borrow temporarily pursuant to
the local finance law in an amount no greater than such deficit for
such purpose.
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. {b) The county manager may at any time during the fiscal year

transfer part or all of any unencumbered appropriation balance
petween classifications of expenditures within the same department,
office, or agency subject to certain restrictions and limitations as
set forth in the administrative code.

{c) Upon written request by the county manager or by its own
action, the county board by resolution may transfer part or all of
any unencumbered ‘appropriation balance from one department, office
or agency to another. But nc itransfer shall be made from
appropriations for debt service, and no appropriation may be reduced
below any amount reguired by law to be appropriated.

Séction 7.09 Lapse cf apprcpriations.

Every appropriation, except an approprlatlon for a Capztal
expenditure, shall lapse at the close of the fiscal year to the
extent that is has not been expended or encumbered. An
appropriation for a Capital exgendlture ghall continue in force
until the purpose for which it was made has been accompllshed or
abandoned by a two-thirds vots of the county board membership.

Section 7.10 Certain paymwents and obligations prohibited; amendment
of capital program.

{a) No payment shall be authorized or made and no obligation
incurred against the county except in accordance with appropriations
duly made except that nothing contained in this section or cther
sections of this charter shall be construed to prevent the making or
authorizing of payments or making of contracts for capltal
improvements to be financed whelly or partly by the issuance of
bonds) nor shall it prevent the maklng, vhen permitted by law, of
any contract or any leage providing for the payment of funds at a
time beyond the end of the fiscal yesr in which the contract or
lease is made, But any contract, lease or other obligation
requiring the payment of funds from the appropriations of a later
fiscal year or of more than one fiscal year shall be authorized by

the board,

{b) No obligation for the financing of a capital improvement shall
be authorized, issued or sold unless such cobligation shall have heen
approved in the annual capltal program, which may be amended as
hereinafter provided. At any time afier the adogtlon of such
caplital program the county board by the affirmative vote of
two-thirds of its total membership may amend the capital program by
adding, modifying or abandoning projects., Each amendment resultlng
in an addition or axpansion shall be subjéct to the consideration of
the county manager's recommendation.

ARTICLE VIII
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL
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Saction 7 -

8.00 Department of pergonnel.

8.01 Department of personnel) commissioner.
_ 8.02 Powers and duties.
Section 8.00 Department of personnel.

There shall be a department of personnel.
Saction 8.01 Department of personnel; commissioner.

There shall be a department of peréonnel headed by a commissioner,
who shall be appointed on the basis of his or her administrative
experience and qualifications for the duties of the office by the

county manager sub;eet to confirmation by the board of 1eglslators,
for a term of six (6} years as provided in the civil service law.

Section 8.02 Powers and Duties.

The commissioner of personnal shall have, with reference to the
civil service of the coumty, the powers and duties of a county
personnel officer as provided in the civil service law, and he or
she shall be SubJECt to such supervision and control by the state
c1v11 serv1ce commission as are county personnel officers. The
commissioner shall perform such other and reiated duties as shall be
required or delegated to him or her by the county manager,

ARTICLE IX
DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS

Section 9.00 Department of records {County Clerk}.

The department of records shall continue to exist as defined by
state law.

ARTICLE X
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Section 10.00 District attorney.

The district attorney position shall continue to exist as defined
by state law.

ARTICLE X1
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
~134
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Section 11.00 Department of public-sarety {Sheriff Depaftment).

The department of public safety shall continue to exist as defined
by state law.

ARTICLE XII

. DEPARTMENT OF SOCTAL SERVICES

Section

12,00 Department of social services; commissiocner.

12,01 ©Powers and duties.
" $ection 12,00 Department of social servicess commissioner.

There shall be a department of soecial gervices headed by a
commissioner appointed by the county manager, subject to
confirmation by the hoard of legislators., The commissioner of
gocial serviges shall have received a bachelor's degree from an

avcredited college or university, and shall poasess the
gualifications reguired by state law. He or she shall be appeinted

for a Five {5) year term.
Section 12.01 Powers and duties,
The commissioner of social services ghall have and exercise all
- powers and duties now or hereafter conferred or imposed upon him or

her by applicable law. He or she shall perform such other related
duties as shall be delegated to him or her by the county manager.

ARTICLE XIIX
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH
Section ’ ‘
13.00 Department of public health/mental healths commissioner.
13.01 Community services board. -
13.02 Public health staff; appointments.

13.03 Bureau of county coroners,

Section 13,00 Department of public health/mental health;
commisgioner.

There shall be a department of public health/mental health headad
by a commissioner who shall be appointed by the county manager
subject to confirmation by the board of legislators in accordance
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vwith New York state law, The commissioner shall have supervisory
responsibllity for all county public health programs, county public
health nursing services, and county menta)l health programs including
but not limited to alcohol and drug rehabilitation programs,

Section 13.01 Community services board,

There shall be a communlty services board, the members of which
shall be appointed by the county manager subject to confirmation hy
the board of legisiators, in manner and number according to New York
state law. : )

{a) Powers and duties.

The community serviges board shall recommend for appointment
by the county manager such staff as are provided within the
appropriations therefor. 1In the event that the community services
board does notirecommend an appointment of a new director within
ninety (90) days after the vacancy in the office of director, then .
the county manager must make an appointment without recommendation
from the community services board but subject to approval of the
board of legislators. Except where inconsistent with this charter
or administrative code, the commmity services board shall have and
exercise all other powers and duties now or hereafter conferred or
imposed upon a community services board by the state mental hygiene
law or other applicable law. It shalil parform such other and
related duties as shall be required or delegated to it by the

County Manager,
Section 13.02 Public health staff; appointments.

“The county manager upon recommendation of the publilc health/mental
nhealth commissioner shall appoint staff in relation to administering
the public health programs within the appropriations thereof.

Section 13.03 Bureau of county coroners.

There shall be within the department of public health/mental
health a bureau of county coroners. The staff of this hurean shall
exercise all powers and dutles now or hereafter conferred or imposed
upon them by applicable law. The staff of the bureau of coroners
shall consist of coroners who shall be appointed by the county
manager subject to confirmation by the county legislature and shall
saerve at the pleasure of the county manager. The county manager
shall determine in accordance with county needs the mumber of
coroners who shall be-physicians duly licensed to practice in the
state of New York.

ARTICLE XIV
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING
éection |
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14,00 Department of planning; commissioner.
14,01 Powers and duties.
14,02 Planning advisory board.
Section 14,00 Department of planning) commissioner.

There shall be a department of planning headed by a commissioner
who shall be appointed by the county manager, subject to
confirmation by the hoard of 1eglslators, on the basis of his or her
profeaslonal training and experlence in the field of metropolitan,
regional, county or municipal planning, He or she shall serve at
the pleasure of the county manager.

saction 14.01 Powers and duties.

The comm1551ener of planning shail have and exercise all the
powers and duties of a county, metropolitan oy reglonal planning
board as authorized by law. He or she shall:

{a} Assist the county manager in executive planning, 1ne1udlng the
capltal budget and capital lmprovement program, the preparation of
all county plans, and supervise the writing of all planning reports.

(b) Make availsbie to cities, towns and villages in St. Lawrence
County, at their request, advice and assistance on matters related

to the planning function.

{c) Act as secretary of the county planning advisory board and
provide staff services to the Environmental Management Council

within budgetary appropriations.

{2} Perform such other and related duties as shall be required or
delegated to him or her by the county manager.

Section 14.02 Planning advisory board.

There may be in the department of plannlng a planning advisory
board the members of which shall be app01nted by the county manager
subiect to confirmation by the board of legislators in manner and
number according to the administrative code. Such board shall be
adv;sory to the board of leglslators, the county manager and the
commissioner of planning in matters pertalnlng to comprehensive
metropolitan, regional, county and municipal planning.

ARTICLE XV

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINZERING AND PUBLIC WORKS

Section
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15.00 Department of engineering and public works; commissioner,
15,01 Powers and duties.

13,02 Bureaun of highways; highway superintendent.

15.03 Bureau of forestry; director.

15.04 Bureau of bulldings and grounds; director.

Section 15.00 Department of engineering and public works:
commissioner.

There shall be a department of engineering and public works headed
by a commissioner appointed by the county manager subject to
confirmation by the board of legislators. The commiszioner of
engineering and public works shall be a civil engineer licensed by
the state of New York. He or she shall serve at the pleazsure of the

county manager.
Section 15.01 Powers and dutiesz.

Except as otherwise provided in this charter, the commissioner of
engineering and public works shall:

" (a}) Have all the powers and duties of =z county engineér and county
superintendent of highways pursuant to the highway law, town law or
other applicable law.

{b) Have charge and supervision of the design, construction,
improvement, maintenance, repair, cleaning and lighting of aiil
highways, roads, streets, bridges and grade separation structures,
drains and drainage structures under jurisdiction-af the county.

{(c} Have charge and supervision of the design, construction and
alterations of county buildings, parking areas, drives, walks, and
such other structures and facilities in the nature of public works
under the jurisdiction of the county.

{d) Have charge and supervision of the maintenance and repair of'
211l county buildings and have custodial care of the county
courthouse and county office building. ,

(e} Upon approval of the county managér, perform the duties of any
bureau head under his or her supervision for which he or she has the

prescribed qualifications.
Section 15,02 Bureau of highways; highway superintendent,

The functions, powers and Quties of the bureau of highways/highway .
superintendent provided by this charter or administrative code, or
by applicable law shall devolve upont the commissioner of engineering

and public works.
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Section 15,03 Bureau of forestiy; director.

There shall be a bureau of county forestry headed by a county
forester appointed by the county manager on the basis of his or her
experience and quallflcatlons for the pffice. He or she shall under
the suPQIV1510n of the commissioner of enginesring and public woxks,
exercise those duties and powers necessary to maintain and
administer all programs related to the county forest., Hs or she
shall also perform such other duties as determined appropriate by .
the county manager in accordance with funding provided by the county

legislature.
Section 15.04 Bureau of buildings and grounds; director.

There shall be within the department of engineering and public
works a bureau of huildings and grounds headed by a director who
shall be appointed by the county manager on the basis of his or her
experience and qualifications for the office. He or she shali,
under the supérvision of the commissioner of englneering and public
works, have charge of the maintenance and repair of all county
buildings. He or she shall have custodial care of the county
courthouse and county cffice buildings and shall perform such other
duties as may be directed by the county manager.

ARTICLE XVI

MUNICIPAL COOPERATICN

Section

16,00 Local govermment functions, facilities and powers not
transferred, alitered or lmpaired.

16.01 Contracts for municipal cooperation.

Section 16.00 Local government functions, facilities and powers not
transferred,; altered or impaired.

No function, facility, duty or power of any city, town, village,
schoel district or other district is transferred, altered or
impaired by this charter or administrative code.

- Section 16,01 ‘Contracts for municipal -ccoperatlion.

The county of St. Lawrence shall have power to contract with any
public corporation, including but not iimited to a municipal,
district, or public benefit corporation or with any combination of
the same for the establishment, maintenance and operation of any
facility and the rendering of any service which each of the
-contracting’parties would have legal'authority to establish,
maintain, operate or render for itself Each of such contracting
parties shall bear a fair proportlonate share of the costs as agreed

upon.
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ARTICLE XVII
OTHER COUNTY FUNCTIONS
Section

17,00 Beard of elections: commissicners: amploveas,

17,01 foi&e of probation, director.

17.02 County jury board; commissioner of jurors,

17.03 Office of fire/rescue coordinator,

17.04 Veteréns service aéency: director,

17.05 County sealer of weighte and measures.

17.06 Department of economic deveiopment.

17.07 Office of the aging.

17.08 Department of youth services.

1?;39 Other county boards; appointment,

17.10 Miscellaneous administrative functions,

i7.11 Power to administer oaths and issue subpoenas,

Section 17.00 Board of elections; commissioners; employees,

There shall be a St. Lawrence county board of elections :
constituted according to the state election law, The commissioners
of election shall be appointed by the board of legislators in
accordance with the state election law, and shall have and exercise

all powers and duties now or hereafter conferred or imposed upon
them by applicable law.

Section 17.01 Office of probation; director.

There shall be an office of probation headed by a director of
probation appointed in the manner provided by the criminal procedure
law. The director of prabation shall have and exercise all powers
and duties now or heresafter conferred or imposed upon him by
applicable law. _

Section 17.02 County jury board; commissioner of jurors,

There shall be a county jury board constituted according to the
state judiciary law. The county jury board shall appoint a
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commissioner of jurors, who shall have and exercise all powers and
duties now or hereafter conferred or imposed upon him or her by

applicable lav.
gection 17.03 Office of fire/rescun coordinator.

There shall be.an office of fire/rescue coordinator headed by a
director who shall be appointed by the county manager subject to
_confirmation by the board of legislators on the basis of his or hev
experience and qualifications. He or she shall have and axercise
all powers and duties now or hereafter conferred or imposed upon him
or her by applicable law. Such duties shall include but not be
limited to those duties normally carried out by a director of civil

defense.
Section 17.04 Veterans service agencys director.

There shall be s veterans service agency headed by a director who
shall be appointed by the county manager, subject to confirmation by
the board of legislators, on the basis of his or her experience and
gqualifications for the office, He or she shall have and exercise
all powers and duties now or hereafter conferred or imposed upon him

or her by applicable law,
Section 17.05 County sealer of weights and measures.

There shall be a county sealer of welghts and measures who shall
pe appointed by the county manager, subject to confirmation by the
poard of legislators, on the basis of his or her experience zand
qualifications for the office. He or she shall have and exercise
all powers and duties nov or hereafter conferred or imposed upon him

' or her by applicable law,
Section 17.06 Department of economic development,

There shall be a department of economic development headed by an
econcmic developer who shall be appointed by the county manager.
puties of the econcmic developer shall be initiating, recommending,
promoting and carrying out an action program under established
policies and procedures relating to the industrizl, vwholesale,
distribution, recreational, and commercial development of 5t.
Lawrence County. He or she shall also perform such other services
and duties as directed by the county manager within appropriations

therefor,
Section 17.07 Office of the aging.

There shall be an office of the aging, the head of which shall be
the director of the office of the agling, who shall be appointed by
the county manager, subject to confirmation of the board of
legislators., The director so appointed shall serve at the pleasure

of the county manager.
The director of the office of the aging shall have the following
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powers and duties:

- {a). To advise and assist the county manager in. developing policies
designed to help meet the needs of the aging and to encourage the
- full participation of the aging in society. . :

(b} "o coordinate programs and activities relating to the aging.

{¢) To cooperate with and assist political subdivisions in the
development of local programs for the aging,

(d) To render each year to the county manager a written report of
the activities and recommendations of the office of the aging.

Section 17.08 Department of youth services.

The depariment of youth services shall be administered by a
director who shall be appointed by the county manager and shall
perform all of the duties and exercise all of the powers of a youth
department or agency as now oY hereafter provided by the general
municipal law and other applicable general, special, or local laws,

Section 17.0% Other county boards; appointment.

All other county boards, including but not limited to, the county
fire advisory board, the district fish and wildlife management
board, the alcohollc beverage control board and the soil
conservation district, shall continue as provided by law, except
that the members thereof required to be appointed by county
government shall be appointed by the county manager, with
confirmation by the board of legislators. :

Section 17.10 Miscellaneous administrative functions,

Administrative functions not otherwise assigned by this charter or
the administrative code shall be assigned by the county manager o
an appropriate administrative unit.

Section 17.11 Power to administer oaths and issue subpoenas.

The chairman of the board of legislators in accordance with
section 209 of the county 1aw, the county manager, the county
auditor and such other county officers as may be authorized by law
shall have the power to subpoena and compel the attendance of
witnesses and the production of books, records and papers, as the
same may be pertinent to their respective offices. Any county
officer authorized to hold a hearing or conduct an investigation
shall have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in
connection therewith, :

ARTICLE XVIII
GENERAL. AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIQNS
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Section
18.00 Adoption of éharteri when effective.
18.01 Charter clarification.
18.02 Continuity of authority.
18.03 Appointment of county manager.
18.04 Status of certain county officers defined.
18,05 ¢ivil serﬁicé rights continued.
18.068 Amendment of charkter.
18,07 Separ;ability. 7
18.08 Charter to be liberally construed,
Section 18.00 Adoption of charter; when effective,

This charter shall upon approval by referendum in the manner
provided by law, become effective as of April i, 1986,

Section 18,01 Charter clarification.

If any provision of this charter is not clear or requires
elaboration in its application to the county, the board of
legislators may interpret such provision in a local law not
inconsistent with the provisions of the municipal home rule law.
where any question arises concerning the transition to a charter
which is not provided for herein, the board of legislators may
provide for such transition by a local law not inconsistent with the
provisions of the municipal home rule 1aw, _

Section 18,02 Continuity of authority.

All existing state, county, local and other laws or enactments
having the force of law shall continue in force until lawfully
amended, modified, superseded or repealed, either by this charter or
an enactment adopted subsequent to its effective date. Any
proceedings or other business undertaken or commenced prior to the
effective date of this charter may be conducted and completed by the
county officer or administrative unit responsibie therefor undey
this charter or the administrative code. '

Section 18.03 Appointment of county manager.

In accordance with appropriate sections of the charter, the county
manager shall be appointed by Aprii 1, 1986. In the event that such .
appointment is delayed beyond Apri: I, 1986, the board of ,
legislators shall designate an appointive department or axecutive
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office head or the chalrman of the board of legisla_t_ors 0o perform
the duties of the manager until such time as the manager is
appointed,

Section 18.04 Status of certain county officers defined.

(a} The elective office of county treasurer is hereby abolished
effective January 1, 1987. The person holding such office on April
1, 19856 shall be continued in the appointive position relating to
his or her functions for the remainder of his or her elected term of
office. At the conclusion of his or her term the provisions of this
charter relating to the appointment of a county firance commissioner
shall take effect.

(b) The elective office of county coroner shall hereby be
abolished effective Aprili 1, 1986. The persons holding such offices
on April 1, 1986 shall be continued in the appointive positions
relating to their functions for the remainder of the respective
terms for which they were elected, at the conclusion of which the
provisions of this charter relating to the appointment of a county
coroner shall take effect. .

Section 18.05 Civil service rights continued.

The civil service status and rights of all county employees and
their beneficiaries, including but not iimited to those with respect
to retirement and social security, shall not be affected by this
charter. The terms of office of all county officers whose
appointment under this charter is vested in the county manager shall .
terminate on April 1, 1986, except as provided in Section 8.061,
Section 12.00 and Section 18.04 of this charter. Any rounty
officers presently holding a competitive civil service position
shall continue the appointive positions relating to their functions
until such time that they vacate such position either by resignation
or retirement, at the conclusion of which the provisions of this
charter relating to the appointment of such officers shall apply.

Section 18.06 Amendment of charter.

This charter may be amended in thé manner provided by the
municipal home rule law. Any prouposed amendment which would have
the effect of transferring a function or duty of the county, or of a
city, town, village, district or cther unit of local government
wholly contained in the county, shall not become operative unless
and until it is approved by mandatory referendum as required by the
municipal home rule law. Any amendment which would create ar
abelish an elective county office, change the power or method of
removing an elective county officer during his term of office,
abolish, curtail or transfer to another county officer or agency any
power of an elected county officer or change the method of election
of the board of legislators, as provided in article II of this
charter, shaill be subject to a permissive referesndum. ‘

Section 18.07 Separability.
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If any provision of this charter shall be adjudged by any court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not
affect, impair or Invalidate the remainder thereof but shall bé
confined in its operation to the particular provision directly
involved in the controversy.

Section 18,08 Charter to be liberally ccnstruad.

This charter shall be llherally construed to achleve its
objectives and purposes.

Ll
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