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Mr. Healey noted that Title II participants are resiricted to 18 months
and sg they wonld’t be here the second year, and it isuw’t the position but
the advancement of step thatl iy requlred, is it not?

Mr. Doane sald ves.

Mr. Rishe asked if we shiould create CETA positions that might possibly
g0 beyond $10,060 with negofiated increases; $255 does’t sound ke much
money, but how many CETA employees do we have gt the present time —

800 or 8007

Mr. Doane replied thal within the County government in the nelghbor-
hoad of 15-18.

Mr. Collins then pointed out that concerning the overtime, we could
have resolutlons similar to this in the near fuiure,

Resolution No. 104—78 was carried unanimously.
RESOLUTION NO. 16578

RESQOLUTION SETTING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 6 FOR THE YEAR 1978,
ENTITLED, “A LOCAYL 1AW CREATING THE GFFICE OF
MEDICAL EXAMINER IN ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY”
By Mr. Marscher, Chairman, Health Commitiee

WHEREAS, the 8t Tawrence County Health Commitiee, on March 30,
1978 heard a presentation of the Ceniral New York Healih Systems Agency
staff concerning the comparison of a medjcal examiner system in St. Law-
rence County with that of the exisfing coroner system iIn St. Lawrence

County, and

WHEREAS, guich study indieated the possible approbriateness of a medi-
eal examiner system in St. Lawrence County, and

WHEREAS, the committee was informed that to conslder the possibility
of a change to the medical examiner system in St. Lawrence County would
require = local law io be indroduced at the April meeting because of time
constraints in the law,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached local law
is propesed for a public hearing fo be held on May 8, 1978 at §:30 pm. In
the Board of Legislatory’ Chambers, St. Lawrence County, Court House, Can-
ton, New Vork before the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that prior to the date of the publle
hearing, the Central New York Health Systerns Apgency will provide infor-
mation to The St. Lawrence County Board of Leglslators as to the avafi-
ability of an Individual in ${. Lawrsnce County to perform the duifes of 2
medical examiner and the exact cost of sueh program will he avallable at |
the time of the publie hearing, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the St Lawrence Couniy Health
Committee will meet in its regular session prior to the public hearing on the
proposed local law for the purpose of obialning sdditional information from
the Central New York Health Systems Agency in order to make a recom-
mendation to the S& Lawrence County Board of Legislators at the regularly
scheduled meeting on May 8§, 1078, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOQOLVED, that the Clerk of the Bopard of legis-
lators is hereby directed to prepare a notice of sald public hearing, to cause
the publication of o copy of said notice in each of the two newspapers which
have been offlcially designated by the Board to publish *ioeal laws”, and
10 post & nollcs on the bulletin board of the Clerk’s office in the County
Court House at Canton, New York, both pubHeation and posting to be made
at least five days beiore said hearing,

On a motion made by Mr. Marscher, seconded by Mr. Burns, Resolution
No. 105-—-78 was carried unanimousty.

LOCAT, LAW NO. 6 FOR THE YEAR 1978

A LOCAL LAW CREATING THE OFFICE OF
MEDICAL EXAMINER IN ST, LAWRENCE COUNTY

Be it enacted by the Board of Legislators of St. Lawrence County as
follows:

Section 1. There 1s hereby created the Office of Medleal Ezaminer in
St. Lawrence County.

Section 2. On the first day of thes year 1979 foliowing the effective
date of this local law, all the powers and the duties of the coroners
of 8t. Lawrence Couniy shall be exerclsed by the Qffice of Medleal
Examiner.

Beetion 3. This local law shall take effect on the first day of 1979
following the effective date of the passage of this focal law.

REESOLUTION NG, 57—78

{AS AMENDED)
LEASING COUNTY FARM
By My. Peters, Chairman, Buildings & Grounds Committee

WHEREAS, it Is the opinion of the Buildings & CGrounds Committee
that the County Farm should be leased for agricultural operstion rather
than remain idle, and

WHEREAS, on the recommendation of the Bulldings & Grounds Com-
mitice, the Purchasing Agent has ssked for bids after public advertisement
according to Sectlon 215 of the County Law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chairmsn is autho-
rized 0 execuie a lease in the hame of the County after approval of the
Buildings & Grounds Commities and the County Atborney.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the contract shall afford the Fire De-
partment right-of-way to the river and the contract shall he for flve years.

Mr, Peters moved that -Relsolution No. 57—78 be removed from the
table and he moved for its adoption, seconded by Mr, Smith,

Mrs. Bradley said she had moved to table this resolution specifically
to have information brought back, what land and what the Fire Training
School required for their fralning.

Mr. Peters sald it was tabled to clear up two specific items, one belng
the Fire Training Center and the other heing the possibility of using land
for the County Jall. The new contraet clarifies these.
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of Director of Reanl Property Tax Services and that interviews would take
place zocn. They also agreed to a Grade 28 for the Youth Burcau Director,
He also described the process for the selection of a Fire Coordinator.

Mr. Thompson reported for the FPlanning & Conservation Commibiee.
He advised the Board that at that meeting, Dr. Hughes gave an excellent
Dresentation concerning energy SOUrces.

Mr. Cooke reporied for the Publlc Safety Commiitee.

Mr, Viskovich reported that since there had been no business to attend
1o, the Sccial Services Commities had not met since the Iast Board meeting.

Mr. Moore reported for the Transporiafion Committes.

Mr, Lemieux reported for the Insurance Commities. He advised the Board
that the Insurance Committee had voted to accept the bid of Drew Agency
Ine. (the only bid received) for County instrance with a few modifications
recommended by Independent Risk Management Group, He noted there was
approximately 10 percent increase in cost over last year which resulied from
increased values of the bulldings, ete.

Chalrman Abrains, in Mr. Herzog’s absence, reported that the Audit Com-
mittee had not met since the last Board mesting and had nothing to report.

Chairman Abrams recognized Mr. Marscher.

Mr. Marscher announced that the Health Committee will be Iooking
over medical scholarshio applications at their nexzt meeting; he also an-
nounced there were iwo vacancies In the St. Lawrence County Laboratory,
chie for a physiclan and one for at-large, and if anyone knows of persons
interested in serving on the Laboratory Board of Managers, they should con-
fact gither Mr, Collins or Mr. Marscher, or any member of the Health Com-

mitiee. :
Chairman Abrams recognized Mr. Healey.

Mr. Healsy, too, had sn announcement, to seek stupport from everyone,
perhaps by writing to their congressmen and senators, urging their support
for increased approbriations In subsidizing Section 8 housing.

Chairman Abrams requested the presentation of resolutions.

RESOLUTION NO. 11278

ABOPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 6 FOR THE YEAR 1578
By Mr. Marscher, Chairman, Health Committee

WHEREAS, Local Law No. 6 for the Year 1878 was introduced at the
meeting of the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators on April 10, 1978,

and

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was conducied by the Chajrman of the
Board of Legislators on May 8, 1978,

NCOW THEREFORE BE IT RESQOLVED, that Local 1aw Np. 6 for the
Year 1878 is hereby adopted.

Mr, Marscher moved that Resolution No. 112--78% be adopted, seconded
by Mrs. Bradley.
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Mr. Marscher sald he felt thal most sides of the argumsent and most
things pertaining fo both systems have been printed in fhe loeal newspapers
as well as discussed by the legislatots. He went on to say ihe main reason
thiz s on the agenda is that policy of the County should be defermined
by the Board of Legislators, not by committes. He weni on io say that the
comimitiee should develop all the Information for & decision by the entire
Board. He noted that the medieal examiner system might cost more money
than the coroner system bui there {8 no guarantee that the coroner system
will not cost more also. The Healih Committee, by a vote of 3 0 2 recom-
mended the adoption of Local Law No, €.

Mr, Cooke said he had worked over the past 27 years with both medical
examiner system and coroner system and thab he was not against the medical
examiner sysiem but In a county the size of St. Lawrence County, he didn’t
think it would work because of the miles It would be nscessary fo travel;
if the population was more ceniralized, he would not be against the medical
examiner system. He sald he felt the county was too large for one medieal
examiner fo travel, and he would vote against it for that reason.

Mr. Thompson sald that he was chalrman of the Health Committee
when this study was insfigated, and since it was known that the medieal
examiner systetmn was working in other countles, it was thought we ought to
ab least take a look at it. He sald he thought that when the present Health
Committee came up with 2 Iocal law to present, they also would present
a. package proposal for stafling; perhaps, they are unable to do so, but if
they are unable to do so, he didi’t think the Board should enaet this law,
for if it is enacted i means no coroners will he elected and fhe medical
exgminer system must be ready to go January 1979, ¥e also sald he didn’t
think the Board can adobt this loeal law without some concrete ways as
to how to implement it. He also noted that the Health Committee had a
3-2 vote and there should be a minority report.

Mr. Marscher replied that as far as adopéing a local law with a2 com-
plete package of salarles, personhel, ete. he wasn’t sure this had always
been done te set up something like this; as for stafiing pattern, there was
2 study by the Central New York Health Systems Agency in which a pro-
posed budget was presented io the Health Commilttee with varicus plans
ranging from $22,000 to $80,000 depending upon the system we would Hke
to have. He said ii was felt fo £0 into a package with a proposed number
of persens would be very difficult since the jobs bad not been created;
we don’t know yet what the budget for next year will be for the coroners.

Mr. Healey said that in the Health Committee meeting he did support
this propesal because he felt that even If there was some small additional
cost, there would not be & greal deal of additlonal cost comparing what
the future budget of the coroner office might be, which seem fo go up every
year, even witholi our abproving all their requests. As far as setbing up an
exact budget, Tirst we have to find out if the Board will support this local
law; if they don’t, .there is no point in golng info detall as o0 how the
office would function. If, he sald, the Board does support this, there would
be ample time between now and budget time fo study alternate proposals
as to the implementation of this lceal law; the medical examiner would
have to have assistants in various locations throvughoui the County, but he
would have the responsibility of secing the fasks are ecarried out. Obviously,
he said, there is some guestion whether or not our present system is glving
proper services throughouf the County.
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Mr. LaBaff sald be was not certain how he would vote on this bhub
asked what Is wrong with the present system and why would golng to a2
medical examiner system be more efficient.

Mr. Marscher replied that the present Health Committee first got into
the medical examiner posgition because of certaln things In regard to au-
topsies. At the December meefing of the Health Coinmittee, they decided to
funid the coroner system for the year 1978 due to insufficient thne for a
possible chiange and left it up to the new committee fo decide on the kind
of system needed or desired. They had made g study in, he thought, April
1977 which was a very narrow study. The new comunittee had a new study
made by CYNHEHSA in which specific questions were asked Including com-
parisons of costs of the coroner system in 1970 and 1578 (projecfed), Mr,
Marscher said he felt personally the medieal system would be beiter, one
resson being we are paying $300 for an autopsy with no writlen contract
and thus, the cost could go up, and another resson, there would be one
person it charge. Dr, Dodds’ letter has valid critielsms and there s mention
of & drep in the number of autopsies which were not done because the
County has no method for geitting them done according to many people.

Mr. Cooke replied that autopsies are regquired only for suspicious deaths
and this may be the cause for the drop in autopsles.

Mr. Lemisux said he liked the coneept but he was not sure how he would
vote this evening, :

Mr, Hezley pointed out that if it was sgoing to be done in 1979, the
local law would have to be passed now because of the timing. If the local
law is not enacted tonight, then it wiil have to be put off another year.

Mr. Marscher, in reply to Mr. Cooke's statement concerning autopstes,
then read from Dr. Dodds' letter, “..we have done fewer autopsies In the last
¥ear or so; this is not because they weren't needed, it Is because we do nci
have the pathologlsts to perform them. Ideally, more autopsies should have

beenr done.”

Mr, Thompson sald Mr. Jim Jackson had been asked to send question-
naires to all the counties in the State of New York with a medical examiner
system: the resbonses were that every county that had shifted to the medical
examiner system would not go back to the coroner system. However, he sald,
he didn’t belleve 8. Lawrence County could afford a full-time medieal exam-~
iner, and that he had hoped the Health Commitiee would coume up with
& plan for a part-time medieal examiner with & postiden of part-time path-

alogist.

Mrs, Bradley sald that If this local law is adopted tonight and the
Health Commiitee does set up an offlee with suppoertive staff and medical
examiner, this will have to be brought back before the entfire Board for
funding. She also asked, if it was found impractical or impossible (such as
lack of a medical examiner, ete.} to go forward with the sefting up of the
medical examiner system after enactment of this local law, what would the
time schedule be for repealing this local law In order to coniinue with the

coroners system. _

Mr. Palm sald he didn't have the answer this minute but petitions
would heve to be filed, he understood, for the primary in mid-July and
so you would have to repeal the local law by June, if in fact, it could be
done with the 45-day walting period for it to become effective,
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Mre. Bradley asked how many coroners are up for election this year.
My, Palm replied he thought Dr. Dedds is dus for re-election.

Mr. Smith sgaid as & member of last year'’s Heslth Commlttee, he had
supported the study of the medieal examiner system, and alsc supported
the program of $200 per autopsy. He sssuined thal the autopsies were being
done ag necessary. i

Chairman Abrams asked the Clerk of the Board if any commumnications
had heen recelved on this maiter.

Mr. Collins repHed that the only letder recelved was that from Dr. Dodds.

Chalrman Abrams then called for a Roll Call Vote.

Resolution No, 112—78 was declgred defeated by Chairman Abrams fol-
lowing the Roll Call vote which resulted as follows: & Yes votes; 13 No
votes (Messrs. Smith, Kilcovne, Lemieux, Pelers, Moore, Greco, Livingston,
- Cooke, Bell, LaBaff, Bighy, Burns, and Abrams); 1 Absent (Mfr. Herzmog).

RESOLUTION NO. 1123—78

" ADQPTING LOCAL LAW NO. 7 FOR THE YEAR 1978
By Mr. Moore, Chairman, Transportation Commiitee

WHEREAS, Local TLaw No, 7 for the Year 1978 was introduced at the
meeting of the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators on April 10, 1678,
and )

WHEREAS, s Public Hearing was conducted by the Chalrman of the
Board of leglslators on May 8, 1978,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVE‘D that Local Taw No. ¥ for the
Year 19’?8 is hereby adopted.

Myr. Moore moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 113_78 seconded
by Mr. Peters.

- Chairman Abrams asked County Attorney Palm to explaln the necessity
of this local law to the general publie

'Mr. Palm explained that an amended section of the General Municipal
Law, approximately o vear ago, put in g provision that on notice of claim
against a municipality you could have no condition precedent to Habllity for
certain defects; and then a clause was also inserted that if you have a
local law that requires actual netice that becomes the condition precedent
to suit. This local law is just another safety precaution to cut down on

sults against the Counity.

Chairman Abrams declared Resozlution Neo, 113—78 carried afier a Roll
Call Vote resulting as follows: .

Absent
Abstzin

District 1 ILegislator Thompson .
District 2 ZLegislator Smith S .




