
ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY 
FAIR HOUSING TASK FORCE 

 

c/o St. Lawrence County Planning Office 
48 Court Street 

Canton, NY  13617-1169 
 

315-379-2292  (Phone)                                           315-379-2252 (Fax) 
  fairhousing.stlawco.org 

 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

 
November 29, 2018 

Public Safety Complex, Second Floor Conference Room 
49½ Court Street, Canton, NY  13617 

 
1. Call to Order and Determination of a Quorum.  Chair Fred Hanss called the meeting to 

order at 9:04 AM.  A quorum was not established. 
 

Members Present:  Diana Dufresne; Michelle Durham; Fred Hanss; Jim O’Neill; John 
Tenbusch; Courtney Toms.  Matilda Larson, CPO staff. 
 

Members Absent: Terry Feuka; William Jones; Brian LaVair; Mike McQuade; Andrea 
Montgomery; Colleen Ryor; Amy Simmons. 
 

2. Adoption of the Agenda.  Not acted on due to lack of quorum. 
 

3. Approval of May 24, 2018 Meeting Minutes.  Not acted on due to lack of quorum. 
 

4. Reports. 
 

a. Update:  “Assessment of Fair Housing:  St. Lawrence County 2017”.  Matilda Larson 
reported that copies of the “Assessment” have been produced and sent to partner 
communities, including the City of Ogdensburg, Villages of Canton, Gouverneur, 
Massena, and Potsdam.  She noted that St. Lawrence County, and the City of Ogdensburg 
have adopted the “Assessment”.  She also reported that the “Assessment” has been posted 
to the County’s Web site:  

https://www.stlawco.org/data/files/Departments/Planning/A%20-
%20FH%20Assessment%20-%20Entire%20Report.pdf  

 
5. Old Business.   

 

a. Magistrates and CEO Forum, Oct. 29, 2018 in Ogdensburg.   
i. Larson reported that the Forum had been well-attended; 40 persons came. 

ii. Presenters included Whitney Russell, of NYS DOS Codes Division; James. T. 
Phillips, Jr., Morristown Town Justice and President, SLC Magistrate Association.  

 

 



 
D. Dufresne noted that there was a good mix of CEOs and local magistrates.  She thought 
that each group could learn from the other group. 
 

M. Durham stated that the event was not what she had expected; she had expected a more 
nuts-and-bolts presentation (“In this situation, you should do this, then that, then …”).  
She noted that she saw value in the event that occurred, as a first step toward improving 
communication between CEOs and magistrates.  She suggested that a follow-up meeting 
with CEOs and magistrates be scheduled.  There was general discussion on this topic. 
 

6. New Business:  
a. 2019 FHTF Meeting Calendar.  Larson reviewed the proposed schedule of meetings for 

2019; these include Feb. 28; May 23; Aug. 22; Nov. 21.   
i. All meetings to be held in the 2nd-floor conference room of the Public Safety 

Complex, 49½ Court Street, Canton.   
ii. All meetings to start at 9 AM. 

 

With no quorum, the Task Force could not adopt this schedule.  Chair Fred Hanss stated 
that he will call for meetings according to this schedule.   

 
b. April 2019 Fair Housing Event.  J. Tenbusch reported that a new group is forming in the 

area, called the “Poor Peoples’ Campaign (PPC) of the North Country”.  Tenbusch noted 
that he had first become aware of the PPC in early 2018 as he was doing research for Fair 
Housing Month (celebrating the 50th anniversary of the passage of the Fair Housing Act).   
 

The Poor Peoples’ Campaign had been developed by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; its 
goals were to address issues of systemic racism, systemic poverty, and problems with the 
military economy (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor_People%27s_Campaign ).  Dr. 
King believed that all three issues needed to be addressed.  Dr. King was murdered 
before the PPC could happen; when it did take place, marchers established “Resurrection 
City” on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  The event lasted about six weeks, then 
was broken up by police. 
 

In 2017, civil rights leaders including Rev. William Barber and Rev. Liz Theoharis 
decided to re-establish the Poor Peoples’ Campaign.  Their reasoning was that the issues 
that Dr. King had wanted to address continue to plague our society:  systemic racism; 
systemic poverty; the militarization of our economy.  To these issues, the current PPC has 
added “Destruction of the environment”.  
 

In 2018, the PPC put on “40 Days of Action” in more than 30 state capitals.  In NYS, 
direct actions and civil disobedience took place in Albany; organizers reported that 1,500 
people participated, and 150 people were arrested.  Since these “40 Days of Action”, 
organizers in NYS have been working to establish a statewide organization with PPC 
groups in regions around the state.   
For more information see https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/  
 

Tenbusch proposed that the FHTF look into whether/how the Task Force might work 
with the PPC to stage an event during Fair Housing Month, in April 2019.  He distributed 
a 2-page information sheet (attached).   
 

The group decided to have staff look into this further and report at the next FHTF 
meeting in February. 



 
 

7. Announcements:   
a. Larson reported that the “St. Lawrence County Community Survey: has been released. 

Among its findings:  poverty, housing issues and energy costs are seen as growing 
problems.  (Note:  Larson emailed the whole report to FHTF members on 11/29/2018.) 
 

Larson reported that this annual Community Survey is able to add questions, if the Task 
Force has any questions they would like to have surveyed. 

 
b. Next Meeting Date. 

 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 at 9:00 am 
2nd floor conference room 
County Public Safety Complex 
49½ Court Street in Canton 

 
c. Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned by consensus at 9:50 AM. 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

Planner II 
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