St. Lawrence County Office for the Aging (OFA)
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2025

Meeting called to order: 10:02 AM by Linda Wilkinson
Present: (voting members) Roger Bennett, Larry Denesha, Linda Wilkinson, Barb McBurnie, Laura McGrath, Matt Manierre, Joan Howlett, Kathy Skelly, Gary Berk
Present: (non-voting members): Andrea Montgomery, Chiara Delosh, Jacob Kormanyos, Erin Streiff, Carly Zimmerman
Absent: Mary Jones, Michael Boprey, Russ Backus, Gail Teele
Public Attending: None
Meeting Location:  HSC

♦Introductions – Meeting brought to order by L. Wilkinson. Opened with Pledge of Allegiance.

♦Moment of Reflection – Larry Denesha, Legislature

♦Guest Speaker – None

♦Public Comment – None.

♦Approval/Minutes – motion to approve minutes by R. Bennett, seconded by M. Manierre. Motion passed.

♦Correspondence – None

♦Old Business – None.

♦New Business – None.


County Legislator’s Report – (Larry Denesha) Public Safety Building is complete.  There was an open house for this on May 22 from 3-6.  The public came to take a tour of the building.  EMS Director has resigned and they are currently in the process of finding a new one.  The search for a new EMS Director has been extended to June 30.  The 2025-2026 NYS Budget is larger than the state of Texas and Florida combined.  A resolution was passed to make June 20th Dairy month.  It will be budget season here again soon.  Proposed budgets on the Federal level will effect State budget.

Public Health Report – (Carly Zimmermann) Public Health is hosting a Nurturing Potentials event on 6/17 from 4:30-5:30 with Occupational Therapist Megan Pebbles where she will talk about primitive reflexes and child development.  She will share helpful tips and advice on how to support children’s developmental needs.  Children are welcome to come to the event.  Registration is encouraged but not required.  Public Health is working with the Planning Department to disperse Septic Replacement Grant funds.  Not everyone in St. Lawrence County is eligible, only those replacing a septic within 250 feet of a priority waterbody are able to receive a check for 50% of the cost of the project or up to $10,000.  Eligibility can be check on EFC Septic System Replacement Program.  The public can always request Public Health staff to attend an event or request a presentation.  They review every request and try to attend as many as they can.  Requests can be made by phone or via their online form.

County Council of Senior Citizens Report – (Laura McGrath) They have a meeting this Thursday.  When having guest speakers at the meeting they will have speakers present for 20 minutes.  Asking groups to donate 2 $10 gift cards or 1 $20 gift card for bingo at the Senior Picnic.  A lot of the Senior Clubs are doing more things.

StateWide Senior Action Council Report – (Barb McBurnie) Gearing up for Seniorama which is on 7/28 at the Casino Bingo Palace.  Please donate a door prize if you are able to.  Trying to get some new vendors for Seniorama.  House passed NYSARA.  Contact your representatives regarding this.  If the proposed cuts get passed it will devastate individuals.  No meetings in July and August.


Veterans Services Report – (Mike Boprey) None.

Members Updates – None.

Office for the Aging Report – (Andrea Montgomery) 

· Hiring for account clerk and nutrition positions.
· Working on 2026 Budget.
· New Unmet Needs Money $3,518,555- waiting on NGA from NYS.
· Bingocize in Star Lake on July 14th.
· Farmer Market Coupons.  No distribution until July 1st.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]HEAP Cooling Season- offers an air conditioner every 5 years or a fan annually to qualified applicants.


♦Adjournment – Motion to adjourn by L. McGrath, seconded by J. Howlett, all in favor. L. Wilkinson adjourned meeting.

♦Next Meeting –  Monday, September 8, 2025 at 10AM 

(Electronic Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Chiara Delosh)




