St. Lawrence County Office for the Aging (OFA)
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
November 17, 2025

Meeting called to order: 10:02 AM by Linda Wilkinson
Present: (voting members) Roger Bennett, Larry Denesha, Linda Wilkinson, Joan Howlett, Gary Berk, Russ Backus, Gail Teele
Present: (non-voting members): Chiara Delosh, Jacob Kormanyos, Erin Streiff, Andrea Montgomery
Absent: Mary Jones, Michael Boprey, Matt Manierre, Barb McBurnie, Laura McGrath, Kathy Skelly
Public Attending: None
Meeting Location:  HSC

♦Introductions – Meeting brought to order by L. Wilkinson. Opened with Pledge of Allegiance.

♦Guest Speaker – None

♦Public Comment – None.

[bookmark: _Hlk219198192]♦Approval/Minutes – motion to approve minutes by J. Howlett, seconded by R. Bennett. Motion passed.

♦Correspondence – None

♦Old Business – None.

♦New Business – In November, we will need to appoint a nominating committee for February elections.  Our nominating committee in November 2023 consisted of:

Nomination Committee-
· Barb McBurnie- Chair based on by-laws
· Roger Bennett
· Russ Backus

All the positions are up for election in February.

motion to approve minutes by J. Howlett, seconded by G. Berk. Motion passed.


County Legislator’s Report – (Larry Denesha) Its Budget time.  Reviewing the budget tonight at the Service Committee meeting.  The Budget will be finalized this month.  Tax rate for 2025 for 1,000 people is $6.97.  It has been proposed to lower the tax rate to $6.65 which is a 32-cent difference.  An individual whose home is assessed for $100,000 will save $32.  Majority of the homes in St. Lawrence County aren’t assessed for this.  They are assessed higher.  The little bit of savings is insignificant.  There is $5 million in the county’s fund balance that could be used for the taxes, but there are programs mandated for the county to provide whether we have the aid or not.  Russ asked if the State would be like you have too much money in the fund balance, and Larry said no.  As of September, the total of households that were receiving SNAP was 7,395 households.  There is $2,279,013 that is being spent on SNAP.  There is 21.97% of children that are living in poverty, and 22.5% of youths that are receiving SNAP benefits in St. Lawrence County.  They passed a resolution for NYS Climate Leadership and Communication Protection Act.

Public Health Report – (Erin Streiff) COVID vaccine is now available.  Anyone over the age of 65 can get it, and if you are under the age of 65 there are requirements for the vaccine.  Humans Don’t Hibernate Campaign is going on right now.  Each month includes a physical, mental and nutritional challenge.  For children to receive the COVID vaccine it’s recommended that the parent talk to the child’s pediatrician.  Erin gave an education series about measles.

County Council of Senior Citizens Report – (Laura McGrath) Andrea gave the report.  County Council will be having an election of officers next month.  Senior Clubs are talking about having holiday events.

StateWide Senior Action Council Report – (Barb McBurnie) Linda gave the report.  There are new officers for StateWide.  They don’t meet in January or February.

Veterans Services Report – (Mike Boprey) None.

Members Updates – Larry mentioned that last Tuesday the town of Russell had a wall that had over 100 veterans on the wall.  Also, they had a flag for every veteran on the wall.  Mike was there and spoke.  Andrea mentioned that the County Courthouse is lit up green this month for veterans.

Office for the Aging Report – (Andrea Montgomery) Jacob gave the report.

· There are 1,973 older adults that are receiving SNAP right now.  With the government shutdown HEAP has been pushed back with no date on when HEAP will open.  HEAP usually opens the first week in November.
· Open Enrollment has been busy.  United Healthcare, which is the biggest Advantage Plan, will be ending at the end of this year.
· Our office underspent on our food budget.  Due to this we have made shelf staple food boxes for our HDM clients that are low income.
· Encouraging folks with food insecurities to come out to congregate dining.  The food pantries are running low on their supplies due to cuts in their funding.
· Thankful Citizen Card Drive is going on right now.  This year we have received about a quarter of the amount of donations compared to previous years.
· Open Enrollment ends on 12/7.  Advantage Plans have separate open enrollment in January.
· There is a growing need for computer classes for our seniors.  Will be working with BOCES regarding this.  We have classes going on right now at the Gouverneur Community Center.  On November 21 there will be classes at the Ogdensburg Public Library.  Stay tuned!
· Alzheimer’s Association has webinars coming up in December.
· Hospice and OFA have been giving presentations to the public to explain the services they offer.


♦Adjournment – Motion to adjourn by R. Bennett, seconded by R. Backus, all in favor. L. Wilkinson adjourned meeting.

♦Next Meeting – Monday, February 9, 2026 at 10AM 

(Electronic Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Chiara Delosh)




