St. Lawrence County Office for the Aging (OFA)
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
April 13th 2026

Meeting called to order: 10:00 AM by Linda Wilkinson
Present: (voting members) Roger Bennett, Larry Denesha, Linda Wilkinson, Joan Howlett, Gary Berk, Barb McBurnie, Kathy Skelly, Laura McGrath
Present: (non-voting members): Chiara Delosh, Jacob Kormanyos, Carly Zimmerman, Michael Boprey
Absent: Matt Manierre, Mary Jane Barnes, Russ Backus, Andrea Montgomery, Gail Teele
Public Attending: None
Meeting Location:  HSC

♦Introductions – Meeting brought to order by L. Wilkinson. Opened with Pledge of Allegiance. 

♦Guest Speaker – N/A

♦Public Comment –  N/A

[bookmark: _Hlk219198192]♦Approval/Minutes – Motion to approve minutes by B. McBurnie, seconded by K. Skelly. Motion passed.

♦Correspondence – None.

♦Old Business – N/A

♦New Business – 


County Legislator’s Report – (Larry Denesha) In the March meeting a resolution was passed to make March 2026 Woman History Month in SLC.  Also, a resolution was passed to make March 6 a 5 Hour Free Social Media.  John Chambers was reappointed as Highway Superintendent.  A study was conducted regarding renovating the parking lots at the Courthouse, Human Services Building, and Public Safety Building.  There were 2 representatives from National Grid that attended the March meeting regarding why electric prices are so high.  National Grid buys energy they don’t produce it.  The supply is a large driver of price increase.  This month a resolution was passed to make April 22 Earth Day.  Passed a resolution urging the Governor for adequate funding for the Childcare Assistance Program.  

Public Health Report – (Carly Zimmerman gave the report) Rabies clinic in Louisville today.  The date changes are marked in yellow.  A flyer was handed out on the rabies clinics and the new SNAP eligibility.

County Council of Senior Citizens Report – (Laura McGrath) Last meeting was last Thursday, April 9.  There were 25 individuals that attended.  Had a guest speaker, Louise Jensen, Energy advisor for SLC.  They collected 75 pairs of shoes that they gave to the Potsdam Human Society.  Some of the Senior Clubs are having painting classes, salsa dancing, craft, etc to try to get more individuals to sign up for the Senior Clubs.  

StateWide Senior Action Council Report – (Barb McBurnie)- Meetings will be held the first Thursday of the month at Best Western at 11 AM.  Individuals are able to order off the menu.  Statewide will be meeting in July and August now.  Seniorama will be held on August 10 at the Ogdensburg Airport.  Medicare is mailing out new Medicare cards due to a breach.  If you get a new Medicare card in the mail and have questions on if it’s legit, call Medicare.  Scams are going on for durable medical equipment. 

Veterans Services Report – (Mike Boprey) There has been $435,000 generated for veterans in this county.  That is including new and existing claims.  Last month took a trip to Oxford where one of their members is a resident there.  Oxford is 1 of 5 that has a NY State run veterans Nursing Homes.  These Nursing Homes are open to widows and spouses to veterans.  There is no cost to the veteran.

Members Updates – N/A

Office for the Aging Report – (Andrea Montgomery)
· The 2026 Senior Citizen of the Year winner is Barb McBurnie.  The awards luncheon will be held on Friday, May 8th @ 11.  Tickets are $10 per person and that includes lunch and entertainment.
· Bingocize classes started on April 6.
· Senior Tech Classes with BOCES- will be held on April 17 at the Ogdensburg Public Library from 9:30-11 AM.  The topic that will be covered is Online Security & Safety Medicare 101 Series.
· Human Services Open House to celebrate County Government Month and America’s 250th Anniversary will be held on April 23th from 5:30-7:30 PM.
· Volunteer Appreciation Week is from April 20-24.  The Nutrition Centers are hosting events on site to honor the volunteers.
· Let’s Do Lunch will be held on April 27 at the Gouverneur Community Center.  Coffee, tea and social time will be from 11-11:30 and lunch will begin at 11:30  Please call our office to RSVP.
· 2026 Senior Club Listing has been updated and emailed to the Senior Club Presidents.
· Ask the Doctor Program is being held the third Thursday of every month.  Last month Dr. Berk had 4 clients schedule and this month there are 4 clients he will be seeing.
· Fruit & Vegetable Prescription Program is being held by Cornell Cooperative Extension.  They will have nutrition workshops where you can receive up to $150 in vouchers for fresh fruits and vegetables.  Call our office and speak to a NY Connects staff to have a referral put through.
· 2026 Rabies Schedule
· Seeking referrals for EISEP and Respite programs.  
· Aging Forward Conference will be held on Thursday, May 28th, at JCC- 50 spots available on bus for $10/lunch included.
· New Programs Update- Working on hiring Case Manager and Building Maintenance Worker to start home repair program.  Also, we have 2 Senior Advocate Worker we will be hiring for.  Our office will be moving to where Fostering Future home was at some point in the next few months.
· Cornell will be providing expanded health promotion classes; as well as computer classes.

♦Adjournment – Motion to adjourn the meeting by R. Bennett, seconded by L. McGrath. Motion passed

♦Next Meeting –  Monday, June 8, 2026 at 10AM 

(Electronic Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Chiara Delosh)




