St. Lawrence County Office for the Aging (OFA)
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
February 9th 2026

Meeting called to order: 10:00 AM by Linda Wilkinson
Present: (voting members) Roger Bennett, Larry Denesha, Linda Wilkinson, Joan Howlett, Gary Berk, Russ Backus, Gail Teele, Mary Jones, Barb McBurnie, Kathy Skelly, Gail Teele
Present: (non-voting members): Makayla Flight, Jacob Kormanyos, Erin Streiff, Andrea Montgomery
Absent: Michael Boprey, Matt Manierre, Laura McGrath, 
Public Attending: None
Meeting Location:  HSC

♦Introductions – Meeting brought to order by L. Wilkinson. Opened with Pledge of Allegiance. 

♦Guest Speaker – N/A

♦Public Comment –  N/A

[bookmark: _Hlk219198192]♦Approval/Minutes – Motion to approve minutes by K. Skelly, seconded by J. Howlett. Motion passed.

♦Correspondence – N/A

♦Old Business – N/A

♦New Business – 


County Legislator’s Report – (Larry Denesha) Organization Meeting was held on 1/2/2026. David Forsythe was nominated as Chairman, Larry Denesha was nominated as Vice Chairman. A 4-year project has been completed by the highway department, which resulted in over 100 additional miles being paved. $8 Million in renovations have been completed. A  3rd satellite office for DSS has opened in Gouverneur. A full building generator has been installed at the Human Services Building. The administration office for the Highway Department is being moved from Park St in Canton to their new building on Route 11 in Potsdam, this will take place over the next 2-3 years. There is an increase in eligibility for daycare assistance, however no additional money has been allocated.

Public Health Report – (Erin Streiff) They have added a ‘Nuisance Complaint Guide’ to the Public Health website. This explains who to contact and when to contact certain departments. They have finalized their 3-year update which includes focus on Nutrition Security, Suicide Prevention, and Pregnancy Health. They currently have an intern from SUNY Potsdam – they are implementing Community Listening Sessions, with a focus on ‘What people think Public Health does’ and ‘What people want to know’. They are holding a trial session in Massena, with possibly more to come. 

County Council of Senior Citizens Report – (Laura McGrath) Next meeting is March 12 at 10am in Midtown Apartments

StateWide Senior Action Council Report – (Barb McBurnie) Currently looking for a new location to hold Seniorama. TeachIn – a 1 hour long zoom call is held the last Tuesday of each month at 10AM. You can attend the webinar at nysenior.org – there is a new topic each month.

Veterans Services Report – (Mike Boprey) N/A

Members Updates – N/A

Office for the Aging Report – (Andrea Montgomery)
· Thankful for Seniors Gift Drive
· Process for meal cancellations/extreme weather
· Safety checks
· Partnerships with Boces- Southwest Tech and Northwest Tech
· Held at Ogdensburg library and Gouverneur Community Center
· Senior Award Nominations- due February 28th
· Valentine’s Day Card Drive
· Unmet Needs Grant
· Home Repair Program- Case Manager, Maintenance Worker
· Events- Senior Advocate Worker
· Health Promotion, Education & Recreation- Senior Advocate Worker & Cornell Cooperative Extension
· Nutrition Program- 3 Nutrition Services Aides, 4 additional leased vehicles
· NY Connects/Medicare Counseling- Senior Advocate Worker
· 2026 NYSOFA Annual Update
· Ask the Doctor
· Older Americans Month- Senior Reception- May
· Aging Forward Conference- June
· 2 Bingocize classes being scheduled for March/April/more coming
· Senior Picnic
· Currently have interns from all 4 colleges working within various programs.


♦Adjournment – Motion to adjourn the meeting by R. Bennett, seconded by R. Backus. Motion passed

♦Next Meeting –  Monday, April 13, 2026 at 10AM 

(Electronic Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Makayla Flight)




