St. Lawrence County Office for the Aging (OFA)
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
June 8th 2026

Meeting called to order: 10:00 AM by Linda Wilkinson
Present: (voting members) Roger Bennett, Larry Denesha, Linda Wilkinson, Joan Howlett, Barb McBurnie, Kathy Skelly, Laura McGrath, Russ Backus, Matt Manierre, Gail Teele
Present: (non-voting members): Chiara Delosh, Erin Streiff, Andrea Montgomery, Mary Jane Barnes 
Absent: Gary Berk, Michael Boprey
Public Attending: Kate Favaro, David Valois
Meeting Location:  HSC

♦Introductions – Meeting brought to order by L. Wilkinson. Opened with Pledge of Allegiance. 

♦Guest Speaker – N/A

♦Public Comment –  N/A

[bookmark: _Hlk219198192]♦Approval/Minutes – Motion to approve minutes by R. Bennett, seconded by R. Backus. Motion passed.

♦Correspondence – None.

♦Old Business – N/A

♦New Business – 


County Legislator’s Report – (Larry Denesha) The 250th anniversary of the U.S. is this year, and the SLC Historian is requesting all communities and residents to a ring a bell for liberty on July 4th at 10 AM.  They passed a resolution claiming the month of June as Dairy month.  There are 35,000 dairy cows in SLC.  They passed a resolution recognizing the Potsdam Highschool girls as the NYS Hockey Champions this year.  They passed a resolution for local authority over data center site.  Budget season starts today.  Patrick Ames, Executive Director of Cornell Cooperative Extension, will be retiring at the end of this year.

Public Health Report – (Erin Streiff) 
· Summer safety tips- make sure to keep cold foods cold and hot foods hot, store perishable foods in coolers or refrigerators
· Mosquito and tick bite prevention- use insect repellant spray, check your body thoroughly when you come in from outside activities for ticks, wear light-colored, long-sleeved shirt and pants
· Emergency Preparedness weather events- cooling centers to go to during hot weather in SLC
· Outbreaks of disease like Ebola, Hantavirus, etc.

County Council of Senior Citizens Report – (Laura McGrath) Seaway Valley and Norfolk Jolly Agers clubs are getting together to do bus and group trips.  All the Senior Clubs are having summer picnics.  Been working on the Fall Festival.  Trying to get new members to join.

StateWide Senior Action Council Report – (Mary Jane Barnes)- StateWide is busy.  Seniorama will be held on 8/10 at Ogdensburg Airport.  StateWide is expanding by establishing chapters throughout the region.  Preparing everything for October Convention.  Divided StateWide into 2 committees.  Barb is Legislative and Mary is Communication Outreach where individuals can bring their concerns on everything not just medical.  Eventually it will be an online platform where individuals can share their stories.

Veterans Services Report – (Mike Boprey) No Report.

Members Updates – Kate Favaro from, Hospice, explained that they have a 5-week Grief Support Group going on right now until 7/2, and they will have another one in the fall.  Will be partnering with Alzheimer’s Association on an education series in September.  Explained the difference between Hospice and Palliative care.  Expanding Palliative Care Program.

Russ said that there will be a chicken BBQ at the St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Canton on 6/14 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Office for the Aging Report – (Andrea Montgomery)
· Becky Preve, Executive Director of the Association on Aging, went to Washington DC to present on caregivers.
· There will be a resolution presented to the Services Committee next week regarding moving our office space to where the Fostering Future office was.
· Unmet needs program update- behind on getting the new programs started because of the move.
· 2026 Annual Update due this Friday.
· 2027 Budget started today.  Don’t see a lot of changes for us.
· HEAP Cooling just ended last week on 6/5.
· FMC Distribution.
· Silvershield is a scam prevention service where individuals can text, email, or forward suspicious messages to the service to let them know if the message is high, moderate, or low risk for scam.  It’s $40 a month.
· May is Older Americans Month.
· Older Americans Day in Albany was held on 5/26.
· The first Aging Forward Caregiver Education Day Conference was held on 5/28 at JCC.
· Finished first round of tech classes at Cornell Cooperative.  They had good attendance.  They will have another tech class in July.  Waiting for information from Cornell Cooperative on when it will be.
· Fruit & Vegetable Prescription Program is being held by Cornell Cooperative Extension.  They will have nutrition workshops where you can receive up to $150 in vouchers for fresh fruits and vegetables.  Call our office and speak to a NY Connects staff to have a referral put through.
· Our office will have a table set up at the Pride Festival and Juneteenth event.
· The next Medicare 101 will be held on 6/15.
· Ask the Doctor Program- if you know of someone that would like to make an appointment for an informational consultation with Dr. Berk, please have them call our office.
· Senior BBQ in July with County Council.
· Seniorama will be held on 8/10 at Ogdensburg Airport.
· Senior Fall Festival will be held on 9/17 at the Gouverneur Community Center.

♦Adjournment – Motion to adjourn the meeting by J. Howlett, seconded by R. Backus. Motion passed

♦Next Meeting –  Monday, September 14, 2026 at 10AM 

(Electronic Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted by Chiara Delosh)




